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WELCOME.

OBEETEE IS THE LARGEST handmade rug maker in India and one of the oldest
hand-woven rug companies in the world. Yet some people do not know who we
are, or what we really stand for. We hope this brochure will serve as a fitting
introduction, and quickly reveal the pattern that makes Obeetee Obeetee.
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OAkLEY BowbEN & TAYLOR, MIRZAPUR - 1925



A BRIEF HISTORY

OUR STORY BEGINS in 1920 in Mirzapur,
state of Uttar Pradesh, India. This town
on the Grand Trunk Road is the heart
of rug making in India. For centuries,
artisans here have woven a long and
distinguished reputation for excellence.

Shortly after World War I, three British
gentlemen named F.H. Oakley, F.H.
Bowden and J.A.L. Taylor came to
Mirzapur and gathered the finest local
craftsmen under the banner of Obeetee.
(The term comes from their initials, O-B-T.)

Today, Obeetee is internationally known
as the premier source of handmade rugs
in India. Our label is sought by grand
hotels and resorts, private residences,
government buildings and palaces. We
have received numerous national awards
for being our country’s largest and most
reputable exporter.

And there is still a capital O in Obeetee.
Edward Oakley, the founder’s grand-
nephew, continues to carry the company
banner for quality and integrity.
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TODAY’S GRAND DESIGN

VERY MUCH LIKE a carpet, Obeetee is
integrated vertically.

We work directly with more than 15,000
artisans — many of whom are fifth- and
sixth-generation weavers — in seven
districts around Mirzapur. This means
that our loom owners have close ties to
our factory.

When our designers create a naksha, or
master plan, for a carpet, they know it
will be followed with care.

In the past, nakshas were drawn by hand.
Today, they are rendered by the same
gifted artists using state-of-the-art CAD
systems. This enables our design depart-
ment to function 24 hours a day — sharing
colour samples and renderings in real
time with clients around the world. The
result is virtually amazing.

When you work with Obeetee designers,
it is almost like standing over the weaver’s
shoulder, watching your carpet’s creation
take shape.




A RATHER LARGE PIECE OF WORK
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THE SOCIAL FABRIC COMES FIRST

We care for our environment as much as we care for our rugs.

WHEN You LIVE with Obeetee rugs,
you support the lifestyle of those who
create them. In our case, that means
caring for an extended family of more
than 100,000 people in what is truly
a cottage industry.

Because it is the right thing to do, we
pay higher wages and insist on more
favourable conditions for our artisans.

We use safe dyes and chemicals, and
were the first in the industry to set
up water effluent treatment plants
and air pollution control systems.

Our environmentally friendly power

system runs mainly on gas derived
from biomass, and we contribute to
healthy communities by planting
trees and developing parks.

We also encourage and support local
schools. As for the question of child

labour, Obeetee enforces a policy of
zero tolerance, hiring no one below

age 16, even though the government
limit is 14.

Finally, we honor the strict standards
of SA80o00: 2001 for Social Account-
ability in every area of conduct — from
working hours and collective bargain-
ing to workers’ safety and health.
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UNLIKE ANY OTHER RUG MAKER
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